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Dear Parents / Carers, 

My name is Danielle Fitzsimons and I would like to take this opportunity to  
welcome you to Coniston Church of England Primary School. I started working 
here in September 2019 and feel very fortunate to lead a committed staff team 
and teach very endearing children. We hope that our love for one another is felt 
as soon as you step inside our school.  

Our school is a thriving school in the village of Coniston, situated within the 
magnificent surroundings of the Lake District National Park. We are incredibly 
fortunate to have such vast and beautiful grounds to play sports on, and to 
enable us to enrich our curriculum, whilst not forgetting to take the time to   
appreciate the world which God has created for us.  

We are happy to be part of The Fells Federation working closely with John 
Ruskin School, sharing one governing body, whilst not losing sight of each 
school’s identity. Our school has a very caring, supportive, family ethos and we 
pride ourselves on knowing and caring for our children as individuals. They 
enjoy coming to school and we work hard to develop their confidence and self-
esteem. Our children show respect for others and are able to make a        
worthwhile contribution to the school community. We also have an active 
School Council who help to make decisions in school. 

Our school is supported by a strong team of people: an active parent group     
(H S A – the Home School Association), a supportive diocese, governors,   
parents and the local community. Together we learn about each other and from 
one another with faith and love at the core of all we do. We have strong links 
with St Andrew's Parish Church in Coniston and enjoy spending time with our 
Vicar, Brian and other members of the clergy. 

I hope that you will find this prospectus interesting and that it will give you a 
clear picture of life at Coniston CE Primary School. If you have any further 
questions, or would like to visit the school, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
We are very proud of our school and children from the School Council alongside 
myself would be pleased to show you around. 

With warm regards, 

Miss Danielle Fitzsimons 

(Head of School) 

WELCOME LETTER 

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

 Coniston CE Primary School 



SCHOOL TIMES 

These are the times of the school day: 

These times represent teaching time 

apart from a 15 minute daily collective 

worship followed by a 15 minute break 

for all pupils in the morning. Key Stage 

1 pupils also have a short afternoon 

break.  

SERVICE 

‘Through their personal character                     

development and learning         

opportunities, our children will be 

able to demonstrate service to 

others.’ 

TEACHING STAFF 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Coniston CE Primary School 

Mr Peter Blackburn Executive Head Teacher 

Miss D Fitzsimons Head of School, SENDCo, DSL 

Mrs A Mellor KS2 Teacher 

Miss J Beaumont Early Years Foundation Stage Teacher 

Mrs N Blackburn KS2 Teacher 

Miss A Whinnett KS1 Teacher 

Mrs. H Croft School Administrator 

Mrs. D Manby Higher Level Teaching Assistant 

Miss L Wilson Teaching Assistant/HLTA 

Miss H McWilliam Teaching Assistant 

Mrs. B Butler Teaching Assistant 

Mrs. C Tomes Teaching Assistant/HLTA 

Miss. A Feather Teaching Assistant  

Miss S Todd School Cook 

Mrs. P Airey Midday Supervisor 

Mrs. T Whirity Cleaner & Midday Supervisor  

Miss D Airey Midday Supervisor 

Doors open 8.45am 

Morning school begins 8.55am 

Dinner hour 12.00-1.00pm 

Afternoon school ends 3.20pm 



Coniston CE Primary School 

 

Admissions Policy 

For Reception to Year 6, we have adopted the Cumbria Education Service  
General Admissions Policy (which is available in school). In line with this policy 
we accept all rising five year olds at the beginning of the school year in which 
they are five, which means that many children are able to start school when they 
are aged four plus. Children are not admitted earlier than this except by the rec-
ommendation of the County Educational Psychologist. Our standard admission 
number is 14 but this may be exceeded in certain  circumstances. 
 

Children who are disabled are welcome to apply for a place at Coniston Primary 
School. The school, in conjunction with the LA (Local Authority), would need to 
assess a child’s needs in relation to the physical layout of the school. Changes in 
terms of stair and classroom access may be needed. Information regarding their 
particular current and long term needs is required at the time of their  
application. The governors will discuss the application to see whether the 
school’s facilities are able to meet the child’s needs. Full assessment of the needs 
of the child will take place, and consideration will be given as to whether these 
can be met. The school will endeavour to ensure that pupils with disabilities are 
not treated less favourably than other pupils. The school aims to comply with the 
requirements of the Special Needs and Disability Act 2001. 

Equal Opportunities 

We feel it is important to offer all children equality of opportunity to pursue all 
their interests and school activities and achieve desired goals. 
 
We define equality of opportunity as meaning that all children regardless of 
background, creed, age or gender should be of equal standing in the school and 
be offered learning experiences which suit their needs. 
 
As a church school, we encourage children to work together in a variety of  
situations and aim to promote a caring attitude towards self and others.  
We see sporting activities as mixed activities wherever possible - and encourage 
a team spirit and a sense of `fair play’. 

Uniform 
Children are expected to wear the school sweatshirt as the school operates a 
uniform policy. The school colours are black or grey for skirts or trousers and 
white for blouses/shirts/ polo shirts and black shoes. We encourage children to 
take a pride in their school and the way they dress would reflect this in an  
appropriate way.  
 
Jewellery is not considered appropriate school wear. Parents who consent to 
their children having ears pierced should only have this done at the start of the 
school summer holidays. This is to ensure that removal of any ear studs can still 
take place for PE and games sessions. 
 
Much of the clothing worn by the children is very similar in appearance, and in 
order to avoid loss, we ask that you clearly mark these, together with footwear, 
with your child’s name.  

Stewardship 

‘Be caring and appreciative of their          

personal development and their school, 

community and wider world                            

environments.’ 



Please note that we are not able to authorise holidays in term 
time.  

As parents, you are responsible for ensuring your child attends 
school regularly. You can help us by notifying school if your child is 
absent. We expect a phone call or message on their first day of 
absence, giving the reason for absence. As we are concerned to 
make sure children are safe, we will ring you if your child is absent 
and we have had no message by 9.30am. 

 

As a school, we are required to record reasons for absence and 
whether these are authorised. We are only able to authorise    
certain types of absence.  
 

Absence is only authorised for: 

 Illness 

 Dental or medical appointments (please try to make these 
outside school time) 

 Unavoidable family circumstances (such as a family funeral) 

 Attendance at a religious festival 

Absence 

NURSERY 

The Nursery at Coniston C.E. Primary School aims to provide all the care, interest and experiences found within the home, whilst 
providing extra resources, activities and a broader curriculum. It forms an extension of the home, a bridge between the intimate  
environment of the family and the wider community of the school. 
 

We recognise that parents are the child’s first teachers and that this role continues throughout the child’s life. We therefore  
encourage parents to become directly involved in their child’s education and in the Nursery life in general. 

Coniston CE Primary School 

Nursery Mission Statement 

Nursery Admissions 

Children are eligible to attend Nursery from the start of the school term after their third birthday (Jan, April & Sept.).  Parents are  
invited, along with their child, to visit the Nursery on Open Mornings & have a look around, meet the staff and ask any questions they 
may have. Home visits may also be arranged so that the Nursery teacher can meet the child in his/her familiar surroundings before 
attending Nursery.  
 

The Nursery is open each morning from 9 am – 12 pm. 



The Nursery Curriculum forms the first part of the Foundation 
Stage and is structured around the Early Learning Goals.  

Each area of the EYFS curriculum has an Early Learning Goal, 
which is the standard that a child is expected to achieve by the 
end of their Reception year.  

The ELG (Early Learning Goals) covers all of the 7 areas of  
learning as specified in the Early Years Foundation Stage  
Curriculum. 
 
Early Learning Goals cover the 7 areas of learning for Early Years 
students, which are: 

 

Communication and Language  

Physical Development 

Personal, social and emotional development 

Literacy 

Mathematics 

Understanding the World 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

If you would like more detail of the Early Years Foundation Stage 
please enquire at the school office for the EYFS Prospectus. 

Early Years Foundation Stage  

Induction programme for Reception 

 Coniston CE Primary School 

 

Most children will have attended our nursery and will already know the Early Years Teacher. In the summer term prior to starting 
school full time, your child will be invited to attend a number of full day sessions. They will join in normal morning classroom  
activities, stay for lunch and have an opportunity to stay in the afternoon session with years 1 and 2.. 
 

Most children smoothly transition in to Reception class with having already attended Nursery. They are familiar with the setting 
and have often made friends throughout the school community. 

During the first half term they become accustomed to a full day and by October half term have fully integrated into school life 
through an induction programme, attending for an increasing number of sessions each week.  

We would encourage your child to have a certain amount of independence when starting school and would hope that they could: 

 change and dress on their own for P.E. 

 use a knife and fork 

 be able to hang their coats up and put them on for playtime 

‘Every child has a spark … our 

challenge is to ignite it.’ 

ENTERING RECEPTION 



Coniston CE Primary School 

 

 

Reception 

 

It is important that your child is able to use the toilet without  
assistance although we are prepared for the occasional accident. 
 
For P.E. children will need a pair of shorts/ joggers, a pale blue polo 
shirt, plimsolls for indoor PE and trainers for outdoor PE. These all 
need to be clearly labelled and kept in a bag which can hang from a 
peg. 

Children are expected to come to school wearing the school  
uniform. School sweatshirts (royal blue) and polo shirts (white) are 
purchased through school. 
 
From the very first day your child arrives at school she/he is  
encouraged to take books home to share with you. A wide range of 
reading material is available for your children to choose from. We 
start from what your child already knows about books and his/her 
interest in them.  
 
We encourage children to read every day - sharing books with 
friends, peers and older children, increasing their interest and  
enjoyment. It is also a good idea to let the children see you reading 
books, magazines and newspapers. 

How parents can help 

Make school somewhere that is exciting and fun - talk about all the 
different things the children will be doing. 

Encourage skills of using pens, pencils, paintbrushes etc. 

Read to, and with him/her, talking about pictures and the story. 

Encourage your child to write his/her name. Please only use a  
capital letter at the start of their name. All other letters should be 
lower case - e.g. Elizabeth. 
 
Encourage your child to play with other children, to help him/her 
share. 
 
Talk to your child and encourage him/her to answer in proper  
sentences, not just `Yes’ or `No’. 
 
Encourage your child to dress him/herself and to put his/her shoes 
on. 

Encourage your child to tidy up after him/herself. 

Respect 

‘To achieve core knowledge and                   

understanding to enable our children to 

respect others and be respected           

themselves.’ 



Coniston CE Primary School 

 

The Primary Curriculum 

The National Curriculum 
 

The Core Subjects: 

Mathematics 

English 

Science 

 

The Foundation Subjects: 

Computing 

Religious Education 

Design and Technology 

History 

Geography 

Music 

French 

Art and Design 

Physical Education 

 

Within each subject there are programmes of study and attainment targets. 
There are guidelines on the processes, knowledge and skills to be taught.  

The National Curriculum is arranged into key stages and for our school it is split 
into Key Stage 1 (pupils aged from 4 to 7 years old) and Key Stage 2 (pupils aged 
from 7 to 11 years old). 

The School Curriculum 

We have planned our curriculum with our core Christian values at its heart. We 
have carefully catered for all the age ranges in our school and have tried to take 
particular advantage of living in such a beautiful area as Coniston, as well as our 
links with the local churches. We aim to give the children experience of, among 
other things: environmental work, community projects and an appreciation of 
ecological issues. 

The curriculum is organised on a broad topic basis with increasingly more subject 
specific topics towards the older end of the school. The National Curriculum is 
taught through a cycle of interesting and varied subjects and topics planned by 
all staff, ensuring continuity and progression.  

Stewardship 

‘Be caring and appreciative of their          

personal development and their school, 

community and wider world                            

environments.’ 



In Mathematics we aim to help each child to : 

 develop mathematical concepts, knowledge and  
understanding          
 

 develop the use and understanding of mathematical lan-
guage 

 use appropriately the four rules of arithmetic 

 investigate and solve problems 

 develop the mathematical concepts of weight, length, ar-
ea, volume, time, shape, graphs etc.  

 understand maths in the real world 

 

In Early Years, a great deal of mathematical knowledge is 
gained through structural play and using the immediate envi-
ronment. We try to make mathematics exciting and practical. 
We ask children to think about mathematics in ‘real situations’, 
so that they can use their knowledge and skills appropriately, 
showing their understanding. 
 
In Key Stages 1 & 2, we use a variety of visual models and rep-
resentations to develop children’s concepts. Fluency is devel-
oped of key number facts which can be used across a range of 
mathematical tasks. Children are encouraged to problem-solve 
and reason about mathematics using a range of stimulating and 
enjoyable activities. 

Maths 

English 

 Coniston CE Primary School 

At Coniston our aim is that each child leaves us with a love of words. We aim to develop children who can speak fluently, read for 

enjoyment and meaning and can write in any genre; be it a letter of complaint or a beautiful poem. The children at Coniston love 

English! 

English is taught in a structured manner in which all children receive a daily lesson of intensive English teaching. Reading is taught 

carefully and systematically to all children in order that they develop the skills they will need to read with fluency and understanding. 

Initially the younger children have a daily phonics lesson which is taught systematically utilizing the ’Read, Write, Inc’ programme 

from Nursery until the end of Year 1. Support programmes exist to help older children too if their phonics skills need developing. 

From Year 2 to Year 6 all pupils have a daily Read Write Inc. Spelling lesson, which is both fun and structured. When children start 

school Oxford Reading Tree is our main reading scheme, although we use other schemes alongside it which utilises a wide range of 

reading materials. Our message at Coniston is READ, READ, READ! Many volunteers from the community visit regularly to read to, 

listen to and talk about books. Once a child can read independently it opens up a whole new world.  A tremendous contribution can 

be made to children’s learning by parents reading aloud to children and sharing books. Most importantly, parents should be involved 

in assisting with the process of ‘learning to read’. With this in mind, the school operates a system of Home/School Reading records to 

which all parents are invited to contribute. The children are encouraged to develop written skills that allow them to write for a range 

of purposes.  A great deal of children’s writing develops from other subjects and takes account of the various purposes for which 

writing is used, for example, descriptive, communicative and scientific. A clear legible style of handwriting is taught with children  

beginning to join letters in Key Stage 1 as appropriate. Speaking and listening is an important aspect of English and children are given 

opportunities to perform through role-play, drama, reciting poetry or presenting.  Throughout the school we are focusing on  

developing children’s vocabulary which is planned in all curriculum areas.  

 

At Coniston Primary School, we recognise that technology 

plays a huge part in our everyday lives and it is important 

that children are taught the skills to be able to be safe and 

effective in today's modern technological world. We aim to 

develop children’s computing skills, knowledge, understand-

ing and capability through weekly taught computing lessons 

as well as embed technology throughout all subjects. Our 

computing curriculum introduces children to a wide range of 

technology, including laptops, iPads and interactive white-

boards, allowing them to continually practise and improve 

their skills. Children have access to their own laptop in Com-

puting lessons enabling them to work individually and at 

their own pace.  
 

We use the Teach Computing Curriculum from the Early 

Years Foundation Stage through to Year 6. The units for key 

stages 1 and 2 are based on a spiral curriculum. This means 

that each of the themes, for example programming, is revis-

ited regularly and therefore builds on prior learning within 

that theme. Each child is taught to be able to use the inter-

net in a safe and respectful way.  They understand the neces-

sary precautions to take to stay safe and know where to seek 

help.  We provide curriculum-based online resources for chil-

dren to access at home to enhance their learning within all 

subjects. 

Technology and Computing 



During the year we hold a variety of after school 
sports clubs including the traditional team sports of 
football, netball, rugby, cricket, swimming and 
rounders. Children are strongly encouraged to take 
part in these sporting activities. 

The school is very lucky to have an extensive playing 
field, hard court area and indoor hall. These are also 
available for use by the wider community. 

 

We forge links with the Coniston Sports and Social 
Centre, which is conveniently located opposite the 
school, incorporating a flood-lit all-weather playing 
surface. 

PE is given high priority in school and through the recent  
Government funding we have ensured pupils have received high 
quality coaching and sporting opportunities. 
 

Through Physical Education and school sport we aim to:- 

develop control, co-ordination and mobility. 

enable children to experience, develop and appreciate their 
own capabilities. 

 

We offer a range of sporting activities during the year, including 
swimming, orienteering, dance, gymnastics, outdoor education 
and games. We also ensure that there are opportunities for  
children to experience other sports such as horse riding and Cum-
brian wrestling. 
 

Both girls and boys are expected to change for PE so gym shoes/ 
pumps, shorts, and T-shirts are required. These items should be 
clearly marked with your child’s name and left at school in a pump 
bag, which can be kept on your child’s peg. 

 
We request parents not to send children to school wearing  
jewellery. County Health and Safety regulations require all  
jewellery must be removed before a PE lesson. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT 

MUSIC 
We really enjoy music and singing at Coniston CE Primary School! We have a specialist music teacher, Ms. Duckering who supports 
music teaching in school and children are offered individual or shared instrumental tuition.  

 

Children sing in assembly and enjoy performing at Christmas productions, Harvest Festivals and for community events. 

 

Coniston CE Primary School 

 

 

FRENCH 
Children from Years 3 - 6 have the opportunity to learn French with a French teacher from John Ruskin School. Madame Topping 

visits once a week to teach the children through games, poems, songs, stories and conversations. Children learn to understand 

French both through listening and reading as well as learning to speak and write in French. Some recent highlights have included: 

Year 5 and 6 writing their own versions of the French poem, Je suis comme je suis; Year 3 and 4 exploring the world through the Le 

loup series of children's books; and both year groups communicating with French pupils through writing and receiving pen pal 

letters. We have even been able to keep teaching French while school was closed, making the most of video call technology.  



Coniston CE Primary School 

 

SCIENCE 

We encourage children to develop scientific knowledge and conceptual  
understanding through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. 
 

We aim to:-  

develop observation, questioning, prediction, investigation, hypothesising,  
reasoning and communication skills.  
 

develop curiosity, originality and independence of thought.  

develop children’s understanding so they can answer scientific questions about 
the world around them.  

be equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and 
implications of science, today and for the future. 

ART & DESIGN 

We value Art and Design as an important part of a broad and balanced curricu-
lum. Art and Design provides the children with the opportunities to develop and 
extend skills and an opportunity to express their individual interests, thought and 
ideas. We introduce key skills, a wide variety of materials and ideas and encour-
age children to explore their creativity through experimentation, risk and innova-
tion. We focus on the creative journey and work to develop confident, independ-
ent artists who can articulate and value their own creative journeys. 

Perseverance 

‘‘Be aspirational and have stamina 

to work towards challenging 

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
History and Geography are often linked in a study of the world around us.  

Our History/Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and 
fascination about the world and its people including an extensive base of  
geographical and historical knowledge, skills and vocabulary.  
 

We aim to:-  

enable children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments and develop perspective and judgement.  

use the school’s own rich environment as a resource within the context of the 
local area, enabling children to develop a deep understanding of the history 
and geography of their locality.  

encourage children to develop a greater understanding of the world and their 
place in it.  

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

We aim to inspire children to be innovative and creative thinkers who develop an 
appreciation of the product design process through design, make and evaluate. 
We want children to develop the confidence to take risks, through drafting de-
sign concepts, modelling and testing and to be reflective learners who evaluate 
their own and others’ work. We want our children to have an awareness of the 
impact that Design and Technology has on our lives and encourage children to 
become resourceful, enterprising citizens who will have the skills to contribute to 
future design advancements.  



Coniston CE Primary School 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

We have adopted the agreed syllabus as recommended by Cumbria LA. Although 
there is a legal requirement to teach R.E., as a Church of England school, it is  
recognised that RE not only plays an important part of the basic curriculum 
alongside the National Curriculum, but also promotes British values and teaches 
children about the history of our country. In addition to helping children to  
understand the nature and traditions of religion, we aim to develop the spiritual 
and moral dimensions of the whole person and to instill a sense of awe and  
wonder for the world around us. 
 

Our policy and schemes of work are available for parents to read and discuss 
with staff or governors. Parents do have the right to withdraw their children from 
religious education if they wish, although we would hope that through open  
discussion and a clear understanding of our approach this situation would not 
need to arise. 
 

We work closely with St Andrew’s Parish Church and other churches in the  
village, particularly for Harvest Festival, Easter, Christmas and other celebrations. 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

At Coniston CE Primary School there is a daily act of worship for all children in 
the school and this is viewed as an important part of school life. As a church 
school, collective worship (or ‘assembly’) is of a distinctively Christian nature. 
Themes over a termly period incorporate topics from the Heartsmart resource 
but also reflect on our core Christian values and other aspects of Christianity, 
e.g. prayer, Bible stories etc. We regularly have visitors to lead our collective 
worship, including members of the local clergy. We also have a Coniston    
Worship Committee who plan and lead acts of collective worship. Our         
Collective Worship policy and schemes of work are available in school for   
parents to read. Daily acts of worship last approximately 15 minutes. 

 

Perseverance 

‘Be aspirational and have stamina to 

work towards challenging goals.’ 

 

Service 

‘Through their personal character                     

development and learning opportunities, our 

children will be able to demonstrate service 

to others.’ 

Stewardship 

‘Be caring and appreciative of their          

personal development and their school, 

community and wider world environ-

ments.’ 

Respect 

‘To achieve core knowledge and                   

understanding to enable our children to 

respect others and be respected them-

selves.’ 



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
(PSHE) is taught in discrete weekly lessons using 
the Heartsmart materials, a church school  
resource. These materials cover a range of  
topics including keeping safe, rights and  
responsibilities, Drugs Education and Sex and 
Relationships Education (SRE). Children in Year 6 
take part in sex education sessions led by the 
school nurse. Parents may request for their child 
to be withdrawn from sex education, but not 
those elements which are part of the National 
Curriculum Science programme of study. A 
letter will be sent home to inform parents when 
these  sessions will take place.  
 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND 
ECONOMIC EDUCATION 

THE SCHOOLS’ HEALTH SERVICE 

Reception and Year 6 children are assessed within the school setting and their height, weight and distance vision are recorded.  
Parents are informed of these results. Further routine screening is not performed, but requests can be made should you have any 
concerns about your child’s health.  
 

Should you have any concerns about your child’s health, or about any issues that may impact on your child’s learning, please contact 
the  school office for further contact details or visit www.cumbria.gov.uk/ph5to19 
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Whenever possible, we take children out of the classroom to  
experience their world through expeditions locally or educational 
visits to sites or places of interests. 
 

These visits can become an integral part of the project being  
studied and really play a major part in helping the child to  
understand or put in perspective what can sometimes be an ab-
stract concept. 
 
We are always keen to welcome helpers on those occasions!   

EDUCATIONAL VISITS 

VISITORS 

 Coniston CE Primary School 

There may be charges to the school for a  
particular visit, we would then have to ask  
parents for voluntary contributions to help cover 
costs. No child will be excluded from a visit during 
school time because of an inability to pay.  
However, if there are insufficient funds,  
unfortunately the visit may have to be cancelled. 
In the event of a child being ill, every effort will be 
made to reimburse payment. 

CHARGING POLICY 

First Aid Training 

Cycling Proficiency 

Sports Coaches 

Fair Trade Assembly 

ZooLab  

Electricity Workshop  

Geology/Volcanoes expert 

Christian Aid Assembly 

Ministries for Jesus 

Coniston Christian Fellowship 

Open the Book Assemblies 

Age UK – we regularly invite our older friends in the community to share 
meals, snacks and activities with us 



Environmental Activities and Orienteering at the 
Priestley Centre, Torver 

Canoeing and Climbing, Coniston 

Woodland Walks 

Grizedale Forest   

Coast Studies 

Tree Top Treks at Brockholes 

Y5/6 Coniston Old Man Walk 

OUTDOOR PURSUITS 

TRIPS AND VISITS 
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Throughout the school year various extra-curricular  
activities take place. The extra-curricular timetable is  
altered every term to ensure a wide variety of activities 
can be available.  
 

Some of the activities which have been offered this year 
include: 

Orienteering, running, netball 

Lego club 

Film club 

Cookery club 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Barrow Dock Museum 

Hill Top, Beatrix Potter’s Home, Sawrey 

Manjushri, Buddhist Temple in Ulverston 

Chemical Magic Show – Windermere School 

Primary Schools Dance Festival 

Stone Age Activity Day 

Kendal Mountain Festival 

Wray Castle 

Brockhole, Windermere 

Footprint Building, Windermere 

Dove Cottage 

Manchester Residential, Y5/6 

Bewerley Park Outdoor Residential Centre, 
Y5/6 

Tower Wood Outdoor Residential Centre 
Y3/4 

Abbott Hall Gallery and Museum, Kendal 

Dalton Wildlife Park 

Ruskin Museum in Coniston 

Sizergh Castle 

Brantwood, Coniston 
Priestley Outdoor Centre, Coniston  

Inter-school matches and events are also arranged during 
the year.  
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PASTORAL CARE 

 

All first aid is carried out by school staff, therefore it is important to inform the 
school if your child has any allergies, illnesses etc. If your child has to take any 
type of medication, you must inform the class teacher by writing or in person.  

In the case of an accident or illness which cannot be treated at school, we will 
make every effort to contact parents. If a parent cannot be contacted, a member 
of staff will then travel with your child to either the doctor or hospital. It is  
therefore important to give the school an emergency, up to date, contact  
telephone number. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT 

At Coniston Primary School, teachers are continually assessing the child’s  
progress and setting targets for further improvement and development. These 
can take the form of formative assessments or summative assessments.  
 
We also undertake the Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) as required by the 
Department of Education. 

 

Pupils learn to take ownership of their targets as they progress through school 
and become increasingly aware of the next steps in their learning.  

HOME LEARNING TASKS 

Where homework is set, we ask for     
parental support in encouraging the 

child to make sure it is completed and 
handed in on time.  

REPORTS 

At the end of each school year a 
written report will be sent home, with 

space for the parent to add their  
comments to help share in the       
success of their child over the          

academic year. Parents’ evenings are 
held termly where parent/carers have 
the opportunity to discuss their child’s 

attainment, progress and attitude 
with the class teacher. 

Accidents and illness 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

A child who is under-achieving socially or academically will be monitored by their 
class teacher and the SENDCo. Factors such as age, performance in other areas, 
gross and fine motor skills, eyesight, hearing and speech will be taken into      
account. There are different strategies we will consider:- 

 discussion with parents/carers 

 assessments/observations to identify problems 

 giving specific support 

 organising a programme for the individual child  

 involving outside support 

Whichever strategy is chosen we will always try to be sympathetic and positive. 

The school follows the Code of Practice for Special Needs. This gives a set of   
procedures to follow when a child has first been identified as having special 
needs. Parents are involved in the early stages and kept informed of all           
subsequent action. 

A copy of the Special Needs Policy is available at the school for parents to see. 



The school regards the safety and security of its staff and  
pupils as a high priority. During lesson time all exterior doors are 
shut. People requiring access to school are asked to ring a buzzer 
at the main door. Following confirmation of identity, visitors are 
admitted through the main door. Visitors and  
workmen are asked to sign a visitor’s book. 
 
In the Nursery class, access is gained via the side gate. During 
school hours, this gate is securely locked.  

SCHOOL SECURITY 

SCHOOL MEALS 

 Coniston CE Primary 

We particularly value the contribution parents and the 
wider community can make to the school. Most parents 
help as a matter of course by taking an interest in their 
children’s work.  

 

Parents’ evenings are held three times a year. We also 
have organised evenings to inform parents about  
different aspects of the curriculum. 
 

Parental membership of the Home School Association 
(HSA) is invaluable. Members do an excellent job and 
need your help in supporting social events and in raising 
money by supporting school activities. 

 

Help in any way is always valued e.g. accompanying  
children on school visits, hearing readers etc.  
 
Adult expertise is also welcomed in all areas of the  
curriculum. If you have a particular skill or a hobby you 
would like to share, please inform us. Help is also very 
welcome for after-school activities e.g. sports, music, 
crafts. 

ADULT INVOLVEMENT 

Our meals are cooked and prepared on the premises. Your child will have a choice from at least 2 menus daily. Special 
diets can be catered for and Miss Todd, our school cook, will be pleased to discuss any queries you may have regarding 
your child’s midday meal. Our school meals provision is managed “in house” with the governors having full responsibil-
ity. 

We feel that sitting down together to eat lunch is an important and special part of the school day, when the children 
can relax and chat quietly; good table manners are insisted upon.  

We would encourage all children to initially have school meals, but some children do bring packed lunches from home. 
(We do ask parents not to send sweets and fizzy drinks).  

School meals cost £2.30 per day. Anyone receiving benefits will be entitled to free school meals. Application forms are 
available from the school.  

All children must remain on the school premises throughout lunchtime in the care of the midday supervisors, Mrs. 
Airey, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Whirity and Miss Airey. 

Lunch orders are placed via Parent Pay and should be ordered by midnight the day before. 
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COMMITTEE 

HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION  (H.S.A.) 

The aim of the H S A is to encourage communication between all parties involved 
with the school, and to provide positive support to the school in general. Along 
with the Head Teacher, the committee are made up of parent representatives 
with a keen interest in the school. However all parents and teachers are invited 
to attend. More recently community governors and parent governors have also 
been invited in an attempt to encourage H S A meetings to become a central 
channel through which all parties involved in the school can closely  
communicate. 
 

There are four main objectives of the H S A meetings: 

 to identify projects requiring funding 

 to discuss fund-raising ideas 

 to be pro-active in identifying general areas in which all parties could  

 support positive change 

 

 to identify and plan social occasions and encourage enthusiasm in the school 
 
In an attempt to encourage a positive school environment we are eager to try 
new initiatives. For example we have held a “parents only meeting” in a relaxed 
setting. This was a great social event. It also helped us to generate more ideas 
and we recruited new members who decided to attend the more formal 
meetings.  

 

In the past, fund-raising ideas and social events have included raffles, cake stalls, 
Keswick to Barrow marshalling, quiz nights, art exhibitions, Christmas card and 
Christmas pudding sales, duck race, summer fair, car boot sales and funds from 
Easyfundraising.com. The money raised has gone to fund items and events such 
as a water cooler, a digital camera, numerous school trips, books, CDs and  
computer software, swimming lessons and transport, plus school projects such 
as the development of a reading corner. 
 

Overall, the reason we work so hard to support the H S A and to encourage  
others to do so is that we hope to ensure that all children attending Coniston CE 
Primary School will benefit from the many funded projects and the positive 
learning environment we support and encourage. 

Chair Sara Durrant 

Vice Chair Lisa Moore 

Treasurer Katie Troughton 

Secretary Lucy Wilson 

Head Teacher Danielle Fitzsimons 

Committee         

Members 

Annie Honeyborne-Sharp, 

Nicola Blackburn,            

Suzanne Walker, Poppy 

Buller, Joanne Merryfield, 

Keighley Hedgecock, Karen 

Harryman, Sara Durrant, 

Adele Harris, Helena Bailey-

Tyson,  



John Ruskin School,  
Lake Road, CONISTON, Cumbria LA21 8EW 

Tel:015394 41306 

County Comprehensive 11-16 mixed 

198 pupils  

 

The Lakes School,  
Troutbeck Bridge, WINDERMERE, Cumbria, LA23 1HW 

Tel:015394 62470 

County Comprehensive 11-18 mixed 

667 pupils  

 

Ulverston Victoria High School,  
Springfield Road, ULVERSTON, Cumbria  

LA12 OEB 

Tel:01229 894140 

County Comprehensive 11-18 mixed 

1105 pupils.  

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

FORMAL COMPLAINTS PROCEEDURE 

 Coniston CE Primary School 

The information supplied in this document is in accordance with information at present available to the Governors and 
is believed to be correct as at the date of printing. In particular, nothing herein prejudices the right of the Education 
Committee or any of its sub-committees, or the Governors, or the Head of the School, to make any decision relating to 
the school as it sees fit without regard to whether this will affect the accuracy of any matters contained in this  
publication. Further, neither the Governors, nor the School, nor the Education Authority, nor any members of the  
authority of the school is deemed responsible for any erroneous information in this document. 

DISCLAIMER 

If you become concerned in any way about your child’s education, please do tell us about it as soon as possible. As a first step you 
should discuss your concerns with your child’s teacher. If you are still concerned after talking with the teacher, you should arrange 
to meet with the Head teacher. Obviously, as a staff we will do all we can to resolve your concerns and to ensure you are happy 
with your child’s education. 

 

There may be some occasions when parents wish to complain about matters relating to the curriculum and collective worship which 
are the responsibility of the governing body and/or the Local Authority. Special formal arrangements exist for dealing with  
complaints of this kind. Copies of a leaflet which outlines these arrangements are available from the school, as are copies of the full 
arrangements themselves. Advice on how to pursue a formal complaint is also available from School Places Team, Schools Section, 
Education Department, 5 Portland Square, Carlisle, CA1 1PU. 


