
Nursery and Reception 

Coniston Church of England Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
'When love and skill work together expect a masterpiece.' John Ruskin 

Coniston Church of England Primary is a welcoming, happy and supportive school rooted in faith and love where eve-

ryone flourishes through the Christian values of service, stewardship, respect and perseverance. Our understanding 

of every child allows us to develop their unique gifts and talents. We enjoy learning together within our school family, 

our community and God's wider world drawing inspiration from our beautiful Lakeland setting and the awe, wonder 

and joy it creates. 



Coniston CE Primary School 

Early Years Class Teacher—Miss 

Beaumont 

Teaching Assistant—Mrs Harris 

Introduction to EYFS Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables 

them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a 

child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their fu-

ture life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own 

right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foun-

dation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Coniston CE Primary School Foundation Stage. 

This prospectus will give you some information about our happy 

school and our aims. We believe that parents and the wider 

family are the child’s first teachers and as educators we want to 

build upon this to ensure your child continues to learn and 

grow. At Coniston we recognise the individuality of every child 

and family, and work together to ensure that your child makes 

the best possible progress, as well as enjoying their time in 

Nursery and Reception. 

During your child’s time with us we will do everything we can to 

ensure they feel happy and safe and that their full potential is 

achieved. However, this booklet will only give you a tiny taste of 

our school so please make an appointment to visit - we would 

love to show you around.    

Kind Regards, 

Miss Danielle Fitzsimons (Head of School) 

 

• Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning 

• Children learn to be strong and resilient through positive relationships 

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments which establish their 

needs and develops their interests 

• Children  learn and develop at different rates 

The overarching principles of the EYFS: 

Teaching Assistant—Miss McWilliam 



Service 

‘Through their personal character                     
development and learning opportunities, our 
children will be able to demonstrate service 

to others.’ 

Stewardship 

‘Be caring and appreciative of their          
personal development and their school, 

community and wider world                            
environments.’ 

Respect 

‘To achieve core knowledge and                   
understanding to enable our children to 
respect others and be respected           

themselves.’ 

Starting Nursery 

Doors open at 8.45am  

Session 8.45– 12pm 

We will provide all children with water or milk and a fruit snack during their   

session.  

Nursery and Reception Session Timetable 

8.45am  Doors open, the children self-register and settle to an  

  activity 

9.10am   Carpet time for register and phonics input 

9.30am   Free flow with all areas accessible (during this time the staff  

  will lead small groups in their learning or play alongside  

  your child) Wednesday PSHE, Friday PE 

9.45am  Carpet time for literacy/ story   

10.20am  Snack time 

11.05am  Carpet time for maths input and group activity 

11.30am  Group tidy up time 

11.35am  Story / Songs and get ready for home 

12pm  Session ends—Home time for Nursery 

  Lunch for Reception  

Coniston CE Primary School 

Perseverance 

‘‘Be aspirational and have stamina to 
work towards challenging goals.’ 



Entry to Nursery/Reception is through the main door at 

the front of the school. Please don’t feel that you have to 

drop your child and leave; you are more than welcome to 

help your child with their routines e.g. ordering lunch, 

hanging up their coat, self-registering, and settling to an 

activity.  

We are always happy to chat about your child’s progress 

or any concerns you may have. Although the start of the 

session is not the best time to have a long conversation, 

the staff are always available to talk if necessary or to 

make an appointment with you.  

On arrival 

School Uniform 

Children will be wearing uniform that can be easily managed when using the toilet, removing clothes for PE and 

is safe and suitable for the various activities offered.  Many activities are very messy so we do provide our own 

aprons for art and water play.  

 

Winter       Summer (optional)  

 

Blue school jumper or cardigan   Blue and white check dress  

White polo shirt     White polo shirt 

Grey/ black trousers     Grey/ Black shorts 

Grey/ black skirt or pinafore dress  

 

PE—Reception children  

 

Light blue polo shirt 

Black shorts/ skort or leggings 

Trainers  

Pumps for indoors 

 

Coniston CE Primary School 

On Collection 

Collection is from the main door. Please collect your 

child promptly as the staff only have half an hour to 

prepare for the afternoon session.   



Coniston CE Primary School 

“I loved to do a bandage.” 

 

We like lots of real life experiences! 

• Throughout the coming years your child will be working towards achieving 

their Early Learning Goals  

• The class teacher will collect evidence of their achievement  towards each of 

the areas of development 

• This information will be collated in your child’s Learning Journey 

• We will use any information you provide us with during your parent         

interviews to help us plan and shape our teaching to best fit the needs and 

interests of your child 

• We will regularly re-visit the children’s interests to ensure our teaching is 

stimulating and relevant for the children 

 

Many children will have attended our nursery and will have already met the           

Reception teacher. In the summer term prior to starting school, your child will be 

invited to attend a number of half-day sessions. They will join in classroom activities, 

have an opportunity to look round school, and perhaps stay for lunch and playtime. 

During the first half term that the children start at school, the school operates an 

induction programme where your child will attend for an increasing number of     

sessions each week.  

We would encourage your child to have a certain amount of independence when 

starting school and would hope that they could: 

• change and dress on their own for P.E. 

• use a knife and fork 

• be able to hang their coats up and put them on for playtime 

          Early Years Curriculum 



 

Shepherd’s Bridge Lane 
Coniston 

Cumbria 

     

 

Head of School: Miss Danielle Fitzsimons 

Tel:   015394 41302 
e-mail: head@coniston.cumbria.sch.uk 

           admin@coniston.cumbria.sch.uk 
 

Web Address: www.coniston.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

‘Every child has a spark…… our challenge is to ignite it.’ 
 

From the very first day your child arrives at school he/she is encouraged to take books home to share with you. 

A wide range of reading material is available for your children to choose from. We start from what your child 

already knows about books and his/her interest in them.  

We encourage children to read every day to increase their interest and enjoyment. This can be done in lots of 

different ways such as sharing books with friends, peers and older children; being read aloud to and joining in 

with stories and rhymes. It is also a good idea to let the children see you reading books, magazines and        

newspapers. 

How Parents Can Help 
 

Make school somewhere that is exciting and fun - talk about all the different things 

the children will be doing. 

Encourage skills of using pens, pencils, paintbrushes etc. 

Read to, and with him/her, talking about pictures and the story. 

Encourage your child to write his/her name. Please only use a capital letter at the 

start of their name. All other letters should be lower case - e.g. Elizabeth. 

Encourage your child to play with other children, to help him/her share. 

Talk to your child and encourage him/her to answer in proper sentences, not just 

`Yes’ or `No’. 

Encourage your child to dress him/herself and to put his/her shoes on. 


